
The hayrack used to be a very 
important building on farms. In 
the summer it was used to dry 
and store hay, grains, maize, 
beans and other crops. In early 
autumn two or even three sides 
of the hayrack would be closed 
using straw for better storage 
of farm equipment and animal 
fodder.
The lower part was used for 
different farm activities. But the 
hayrack was also a convenient 
hidden spot for many a secret 
romance, and served as the 
sleeping quarters for some of the 
farm hands. Today the hayrack is 
a place for socialising, learning 
about farm tools and activities, 
sleeping on hay, and a tribute 
to the people who were able to 
produce all of their food.

This toplar or double hayrack (borrowed from German Doppler) 
originally stood in the village Cesta in Dobrepolje. To preserve 
this characteristic feature of the Slovenian countryside better, 
it was moved to Kukmaka in 2014.

The hayrack at Kukmaka
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wheat, spelt, oats, millet

The hayrack was also home 
to mice, hedgehogs, dormice, 
birds and other small creatures. 
Seeking shelter from the sun 
and cold there, they would 
always find something to fill their 
stomach.

Mr and Mrs Mouse
are the masters of this hayrack 
now. They will show you how 
farmers used to thresh wheat 
and bake bread. They will take 
you to the upper floor, where you 
can rest on the fragrant hay, and 
will set your table for a meal.
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